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I·
ATI'ENTlON! ATI'ENTION!
As you know, 1996 is the
5th
'
anniversary year of the founding of
the Aviation Pioneers Association
and we recently contacted you with a
survey to solicit your thoughts on
holding our 1996 reunion in Las
Vegas. We thank all who responded;
you were prompt with your answers,
and most were enthusiastic about the
idea. The Board of Directors met to
review your comments and have
decided that it's a go. The next
reunion will be a three-day event
held in Las Vegas on Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday, May 5, 6, and
7, 1996. PLEASE MARK YOUR
CALENDARS AND SAVE THOSE
DATES! WE WANT YOU THERE!!

next evening (Monday), followed by a
farewell breakfast on the last day
(Tuesday).

We have ~egotiated with various
hotels and Harrah's Las Vegas is our
choice, having the best room rates
and other amenities for your comfort
and enjoyment while attending the
BIG BANG. We will let you know
the fmal arrangements early in
Januruy when we send reservation
forms for the reunion.

Welcome cocktail party: $5-$10
Dinner: $30
Farewell breakfast: $8-$10

Also, please remember that your
attendance at all functions will
benefit everyone. By maximizing our
use of the facilities assigned to us af
the hotel, our costs go down. For
instance -- charges for banquet rooms
are reduced or waived according to
the amount of food sold. So it is
important that you plan to attend all
of our planned events, if possible.

We have preliminary estimates for
you on the costs involved to attend.
We are striving to offer you as much
as possible for your money -champagne on a beer budget, in
other words. Final costs will be
noted in the January mailing.

Please remember -- these
approximate costs. per person:

are

Another VERY IMPORTANT thing
to keep in mind is that we will
contract for a certain number of
sleeping rooms at the hotel, based on
our estimate of the number of
attendees. When you receive your
reservation form in January, please
help us by returning it as soon as
possible. Rooms will be on a first
come, first served basis.

· Plans are that we will have an
opening cocktail party on the first
evening (Sunday), then a dinner the

Room rate, single or double:
$76 plus 8% tax
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If all our rooms are taken, you may

not be able to secure a room at the
rate we have been given, or you may
have to make a reservation at
another hotel, in the event the hotel
is full.

It's always more fun to stay at the
reunion hotel, so please be prompt
with your response.

Someone asked about our "glitzy"
dinner (on Monday night) and
whether that meant black tie. No, it
doesn't -- just coat and tie for men
and dinner dress or dressy pants for
the ladies.

Harrah's is 4 miles from McCarran
Airport, in the center of Las Vegas
Strip, across from Caesar's Palace
and The Mirage.

Thanks to those who made
suggestions for hotels, etc. It was a
big help to have your input and we
appreciate your interest.

Our scouts have been working on
acquiring a fabulous speaker (very
famous -- everyone knows him) who
has just been waiting for us to
confirm the event and dates to see if
they were in conflict with his own
schedule.

· Las Vegas is, of course, a resort

history. Remember the flights with
the piano bar? It has changed quite
a bit since those days, but still offers
numerous opportunities for a great
vacation -- so much to do with a
wonderful family of friends during
the "free" time you will have when
not attending reunion functions.

So plan to come early and stay late
for a great, fun-filled event. As we
have said many times, our APA is
made up of the movers and shakers
of the birth of commercial aviation as
we know it today and we are all very
proud to have been part of that
historic time. Mark your calendars
now. We are counting on you to
help us celebrate our fifth anniversary
with a bang-up reunion. Seems more
than fitting.

Although some of you indicated that
you would not be able to attend, we
sincerely hope that you have a change
of heart and will plan to be with us
for what we expect to be a fantastic
time.

President Terry Dickason r
very mce letter from
Gathercole after the May,
reunion at the Sportsmen's Lodge.
He sums up the feelings of so many
of us. Here is part of his letter:
"Just a short word of thanks for your
extraordinary efforts in once again
treating all of us who are privileged
to be members of the APA to an
outstanding reunion. Each year they
just seem to get better and, it
appears to me, bigger.

"While the flight crew rosters seem to
grow smaller with each passing year,
the brief moments together of those
of us still answering the call, become
more precious and cherished each
time we meet.
Once again, my
thanks and personal best wishes for
all you do for the Association."

Thank you, Clark, for your kind
remarks.

Beginnin~

in 1997, we will schedule
all reunions for the same day each
year to make it easier for you to
make your travel plans well in
advance.
Therefore, the first
Saturday in May will mark the official
APA reunion date. That said, we
know you will make every effort to
attend.
REMEMBER. FOR A
GOOD TIME. CALL THE APA.

destination, and was part of our past

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING?
We have the answer to your quest for
the classic Irish Sauntering Hat
(looks to be the same as worn by the
venerable Professor Higgins) or the
Donegal Tweed Baseball Cap (The
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December 17, 1903.

How about a pair of 1930's Farmer's
Suspenders for your unruly britches;
a U.S. Navy Watchcap a la Jack
Nicholson or Steve McQueen? No?
Then how about a monocle if you do
(or don't) resemble Erich von
Stroheim -- you needn't then pocket
your trusty magnifying glass if
drollery is your forte. Then too, we
can offer the whereabouts of A. C.
Shillingford's West Indian Bay Rum
(circa 1907), just like our daddies
patted on, or a white silk aviator's
scarf (13" x 72"). Did you know that
the first scarves were cut from retired
parachute silk?
To keep your feet off the ground, and
remind you (or yours) of flying escort
for B-24 bombers over Germany at
30,000 feet (translates to (,() degrees
below zero), you can get a B-2
Winter Flying Vest that you wore
under your A-2 Flight Jacket at high
altitudes, and Fort Knox sunglasses
that meet all 26 pages of
specifications for U.S. Military use by
pilots.

We could go on and on with our
research (and you thought we knew
little except how to infuriate
husbands and spend money) but we'll
close now with the fragrant thought
of J. Peterman's 1903 Vintage
Cologne -- born the same year that a
· successful flight into the unknown
occurred. It lasted 12 seconds and
changed the world.
Date --

Our trade secrets -- all the above
items can be found in "The J.
Peterman Company Owner's Manual
No. 39a, Christmas 1995, 1318
Russell Cave Road, Lexington,
Kentucky 40505.
Lest you
misunderstand, the catalogues are for
ladies, too.

ANOTHER DC-3 STORY

Maybe you haven't heard this one. It
happened to a friend, an American
pilot in chit{a during the '30s and
'40s.

En route to Chungking one day, he
saw Zeros coming at him. They
opened fire. He had about a dozen
passengers aboard his DC-3. His
plane was hit repeatedly. He crashed
in a river. He swam underwater (the
Zeros were still firing, strafing the
bodies in the water). Everybody died
except him.

He had a heart attack underwater,
but was rescued by Chinese peasants.
It took him 2 months to get back.
Later he learned there had been a
deliberately false newspaper
announcement on the morning of his
flight saying that an important
Chinese cabinet minister would be
aboard.

It wasn't true, of course. The cabinet
minister took another flight.

The Peterman Company gave us the
"go" signal to reprint the above story
which appeared in their "AntiInflation" Manual, 1995.

MUSEUM MUSTS

To those among you who are
aviation/airplane buffs, the Los
Angeles area has a number of
museums:

The Air Force Flight Test Center
Museum, Building 7211, Edwards Air
Force Base (805/277-5080); hours
9-5, Tuesday-Saturday.
Displays
include aircraft models, engines, flight
test hardware and personal
memorabilia.

Blackbird Airpark, 25th Street East
and Avenue P, Palmdale (805/2778050), has the world's only display of
two Lockheed SR-71 Blackbirds.
Other exhibits include jet engines,
wind-tunnel models and aircraft
hardware. Hours are 10-5, FridaySunday. Admission is free.

R. Howard Museum
Comple~ 1015 W. Olive Avenue and
115 N. Lomita Street, Burbank
(818/841-6333).
"History of
Lockheed" exhibit, among others
Gordon
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related to Victoriana, camera
collections, antique cars and Disney
and NBC Studio exhibits. 1-4 p.m.
Sunday. Admission free.

There are many other museums; if
you want our list expanded for your
next LA visit -- just call out our name
and we'll come running.

photo of himself at the controls of a
Flying Connie, a beautiful Lockheed
Constellation which was built in the
late 1940s. The airplane was restored
and on display at Abilene Regional
Airport in September. For more
from Lang, see THE GEM OF THE
DAY at Newsletter's end.

LETTERS. WE GET LETTERS

TRMA

Cort Dickinson, FIL, Great Lakes,
Westair, NAA, Transocean, AAL,
NASA Ames, is presently involved in
constructive loafing and travel. He is
a Charter Member and 6-year

He took flying lessons at Roosevelt
Field, Long Island, in 1938, joined the
Royal Canadian Air Force in
February, 1940, and was posted
overseas in December, 1940. He
arrived in Liverpool by boat and
because he was not a Canadian, was
attached to the RAF.
After

director ofr AAL Allied Pilots
Association, was 1992 president of
Grey Eagles (AAL retired pilots) and
is currently active in Mooney
Association (MAPA).

completing Advanced Training and
Operational Training, he flew
Hurricanes and Spitfires, being
assigned to Spitfire Squadron #243 at
Ouston.

Russ Emerson with FIL from 1949'84 is retired.

He volunteered to be sent to Malta
in the Mediterranean and went to
Gibraltar by freighter. Because of
insufficient fuel to fly all the way to
Malta, he flew off the aircraft carrier
H.M.S. EAGLE, which was
torpedoed and sunk. All aircraft but
one arrived in Malta safely.

(a)

How's your memory? We have listed
the nicknames of 10 of our United
States -- do you know which state
each nickname represents? (Answers
below).
1) Buckeye
2) Equality
3) Badger
4) Coyote
5) Cavalier

6) Little Rhody
7) Empire
8) Show-Me
9) Spud
10) Blue Hen

AND MORE TRMA (b)

Can you name the college teams with
the following nicknames? (Answers
below).
1)
2)
3)
4)

Sun Devils
Hoyas
Ducks
Seminoles

5) Illini

6) Waves
7) Jayhawks
8) Hurricanes
9) Terrapins
10) Nittany Lions

RARE BIRD SIGHTING
Frank Lang sent us a newspaper

Bud Milligan does some occasional
flying with his daughter (a flight
instructor) and travels a little. He
sent us the following information on
his flying career.

Jim Kaplan (James F. Kaplan Co.,
Inc.) is engaged in selling aircraft
parts.

Pete Lathrop, retired Lockheed test
pilot, recently married Lori Mahoney,
former Great Lakes Airlines
stewardess.

Richard Martiss, Viking, NAA, 20th
Century, Central Air Transport,
Tigers, Slick, now invests m
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The island of Malta was reported to
be the most heavily bombed place in
the world prior to Viet Nam. After
six months, he was shot down by a
ME109 and spent five monthS in a
RAF hospital in Cairo. He returned
to Canada as a flight instructor on
Harvards (AT6) and Avro Ansons.

tationed 50 miles west of Niagara,
he and two test-pilot-flying-buddies,
employed by Bell Aircraft Corp.,
would conduct dog-fights in their
Aircobra/Kingcobras, just for the fun
of it.

After his release from the RCAF in
1945, he flew for Bell Aircraft and
was lucky enough to also fly the P-59
(first jet built in the U.S.) called the
Airacomet.

Jack Pedesky. Great Lakes '49-62,
JAL, Aerospace Lines, McCullough,
Capitol, DHL & FAA is now VP
Operations for Aloha Island Air and
says its the most fun he's had in
years.

Paul Stokes, Flying Tigers '50-'89,
Fed Ex '89-'94 is retired, plays golf,
travels by car and still consults for
Fed Ex as VP-International.

OBITUARIES
William I. (Willie) Walsh. Jr., died of
lung cancer in February, 1995. Willie
flew a C-46 for SSW in the early '50s,
and for Capitol in '55. He is survived
by his wife.

Robert T. Smith, author and member
of WWII's famed Flying Tigers died
· on August 21, 1995, of lung cancer.
Smith, age

Nuys, CA, for 20 years.

Born February 23, 1918, in York,
Nebraska, Smith, known as "R.T."
attended the University of Nebraska
before joining the U.S. Army Air
Corps. He later resigned to sign up
with the American Volunteer Group,
which was formed -- technically by
American civilians -- to fly for the
Chinese government against Japanese
invaders before the U.S. entry into
WWII. The A VG became known as
the Flying Tigers in their P-40
Tomahawk fighter planes with rows
of gleaming teeth painted on their
noses, a trademark of the group's
r
glamorous image.

Smith spent nine months as a soldier
of fortune with the Flying Tigers, who
were paid bonuses for each aerial
victory. After shooting down five
planes he qualified as an ace, and
then won the Chinese Air Force 9Star medal for nine victories. When
the U.S. entered into the war after
Pearl Harbor, the Flying Tigers'
pilots returned to the U.S. Army Air
Forces.

Back in the U.S. after the war, Smith
eventually settled in California. He
worked as an airline pilot, a military
sales representative for Lockheed and
a radio and television writer for
shows including "Hopalong Cassidy''
and "Lum n' Abner".

n, was a resident of Van
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He then became an officer of the
Flying Tiger Line, founded by the
late Robert Prescott -- one of his
fellow "Hell's Angels" -- both
members of the 3rd Squadron of the
Flying Tigers.

While he pursued other interests,
including inventing a conditioning
product for convertible tops called
"Top Secret", his interest in flying
never waned and he discovered that
the American public's interest in the
Flying Tigers had not subsided either.

In 1986, he wrote the published "Tale
of a Tiger", featuring his original
diary entries and photos from his
stint with the AVG. In retirement,
he established a lucrative mail-order
business, selling the book and color
prints of Flying Tigers' planes.

At the time of his death, Smith was
planning to attend the Flying Tigers'
biennial reunion in Portland, Oregon.
His sister, A.J. Shields of Van Nuys
said, "All he ever wanted was to fly".

In addition to his sister, he is
survived by sons Bradford M. Smith
of Berkeley, CA, Robert T. Smith,
Jr., of Anaheim, CA, and William
Reed Smith of North Hollywood, CA.

Rusty Mccullum died February,
1995. Rusty was the advertising
agent who for many years handled

Skycoach Travel Agency. Known as
the "due bill" king of the country, he
was great in his job and the best
teller of jokes known to all. He is
survived by daughter Chris Taylor.
Rusty's humor and talents can't be
replaced.

Rusty was a very believable Santa at
the kids' Christmas parties held every
year in the Great Lakes Airlines
hangar at BUR, hosted by Irv and
Ida Hermann. Santa arrived by
plane, of course. The kids loved it,
and so did Rusty. He also acted as
MC at the 1976 reunion at the
Sportsmen's Lodge.

Robert "Bob" Blake, deceased
September, 1994, was eastern
operations manager for North
American Airlines, based in New
York City for many years. After they
ceased operations, he became Miami
manager for Skycoach Travel Agency.
Later he catered and serviced
independent carriers whose charters
flew in and out of Miami.

While in Miami, he also owned and
operated World Travel Agency of
Miami.

not renewed their annual
membership. As you know, our
membership year runs from reunion
time to reunion time. Our thanks to
those who have already sent their
dues; we need and appreciate your
continued support. To others, the
official Membership Form is enclosed
and we would be grateful if you
would return it with your annual dues
by the end of the year.

Be sure to note the section on the
form for ordering your APA lapel
pin. Cost is a nominal $7.00 per pin
and is only available to dues paying
members. It is a handsome replica
of our logo and we wear it with great
pride.

· MEMBERSHIP
This is a reminder to those who have

AVIATION PIONEERS ASSN.
P.O. BOX 1724
STUDIO CI'IY, CA 91604-0724

And don't overlook the bottom of the
form. The information you provide
us on your activities keeps us up to
date for the newsletter.

ANSWERS TO TRMA
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Ohio
Wyoming
Wisconsin
S. Dakota
Virginia

(a)

6) Rhode Island
7) New York
8) Missouri
9) Idaho
10) Delaware

ANSWERS TO TRMA (b)
He is survived by two daughters who
reside in the San Francisco area.

If you move. please remember to
advise us of your new address. After
each of our mailings, things are
returned to us by the Post Office as
undeliverable. When that happens
we have to delete that name from
our roster. Be sure to use our
correct address when you contact us:

1) Arizona
2) Georgetown
3) U of Oregon
4) Florida State
5) Illinois

6) Pepperdine
7) U of Kansas
8) Miami
9) U of Maryland
10) Penn State
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Hello everyone! I made a wish when
blowing out the candles on my
birthday cake that we could all gather
in Las Vegas for our reunion in May
of 1996. You can help make my wish
come true by planning to join us at
that time. I sincerely encourage your
participation.
These events take quite a bit of
coordination and are a lot of work.
We are counting on YOU to help us
make it all worthwhile by coming to

our BIG BANG, the best reunion we
have ever had.

Quite often I think about those of
you who come great distances -- from
other states, Hawaii, England,
Austria, etc., just for our reunion
luncheons. I can't tell you how much
I appreciate your efforts and interest.
It makes me feel very good to know
that my dream of establishing our
Association has been so successful
and that, in Las Vegas, we will be
able to offer you more time for
visiting with each other. As much as
you enjoy the luncheons -- and from
your comments you certainly do -you tell us that there is never enough
time to see and talk to everyone you
would like to. We are trying to
remedy that with this reunion and
hope you will support us in this
endeavor. Please plan to come!
Without you there wouldn't be an
APA.
On behalf of our Board of Directors
I extend best wishes to all for a
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR. SEE YOU IN LAS
VEGAS IN MAY!! Love, Terry

AULD ACQUAINTANCES

GEM OF THE DAY

From Frank Lang -- a MATS
CONNIE sticker that proclaims
"IT TAKES A REAL PILOT TO
HANDLE 3 TAILS AT ONCE."
'Nuff said.

Whether they arrive in Las Vegas by
car, plane, train, hot air balloon, dog
sled or camel caravan, some of those
you can expect to see at the reunion
will come from Arizona, California,
England, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii,
Missouri, Nevada, New York,
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas and
Virginia. Names you can look for:
Yescas, Patterson, Blatz, Brouse,
Cameron, Campbell, Chambers,
Dearborn, Dickason, Furman,
Ginsberg, Graffy, Gray, Hatch,
Hermann, Hogan, Hoirup, Kirby,
Korth, Kristof, Lang, LeBel, Loustau,
McAndrews, McKee, McNicols,
Mercer, Miller, Moore, Morrissey,
Myer, Nemer, Nielsen, Nisito,
O'Brien, Pollard, Radford, Rosen,
Schipp, Senft, Senko, Simmons,
Smith, Stokes, Storey, Thompson,
Waggoner, Davis, Batchelor, Dewey,
Draper, Glore, Hall, Hughes,
McCunney, Paquette, Paulson,
Friedman, Leslie, Guilliat, Stout,
Frank, Johnson, Anton, Hannifin,
Richards, Finn, Fowler, Biermann,
Wells, Kocisko, Rossi, Sorthun,
Carnicero.
Interest is hot. Don't be left out!!
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UNTIL NEXT TIME...

